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LONG, LONG AGO.. YUDHISHTHIRA RULED AT INPRAPRA5THA? HE HAD 
FOUR. BROTHERS,OF WHOM ARJUNA WAS CONSIDERED THE FINEST 
ARCHER OF HIS TIME .TOGETHER,THEY WERE CALLED THE PANDAVASt 



ONCE, YUDHISHTHIRA PERFORMED THE RAJASUYA SACRIFICE, TO WHICH RINGS AND 
PRINCES CAME FROM FAR AND NEAR. IT MEANT THAT THEY ACKNOWLEDGED HIM AS THE 
SUZERAIN OVER THEM AIL. THIS WAS POSSIBLE BECAUSE OF THE HELP GIVEN BY 
KRISHNA, THEtR MATERNAL COUSIN, i-77—7-*7—7-7- , . ■ -— 


I ALONE ^ 
DESERVE TO 
BE THE 
EMPEROR. / 


THE LONE PRINCE WHO FELT JEALOUS OF THE PANDAVA 
BROTHERS’ TRIUMPH WAS DURYOPHANA, THEIR COUSIN. 


* NEAR MODERN DELHI- + PATRONYMIC FROM PANDU, THEIR FATHER. 






































































































































Omar (hilra kalho 



V£6. DON'T WE HAVE 1 
MIGHTV WARRIORS LIKE 
GRANDFATHER. BHEE6HMA 
AND OPR TEACHER, 
PRONA ON OUR SIDE? . 


A^FEV? 7Wf SACRIFICIAL CEREMONY, THE KINGS AND PRINCES LEFT FOR THEIR RESPECTIVE 
KINGDOMS • PURYODHANA RETURNED TO HASTINAPURA ALONG WITH DUHSHASANA, HIS 
BROTHER^ f 

DUH5HASANA 
WE SHOULD HAVE 
PERFORMED THE 

cnrDin/’C 



AFTER REACHING HIS CAPITAL, DURYODHANA 
WENT STRAIGHT TO HIS FATHER, DHR/TA - * 

RASHTRA, THE BUND KING OF THE KAURAVAS. 


FATHER, EVER 
SINCE I SAW VUDHI- 
SHThIRA’S PROSPERITy, 
I HAVE HAD NO PEACE 
OF WIND- 


PURVODHANA, HE 
IS YOUR COUSIN.VOU 
MUST NOT ENVy HIM. 


* PATRONYMIC FROM KURU, AN ANCESTOR. 


THE EVIL -MINDED SHAKUNI, PURYODHANA’S 
MATERNAL UNCLE,HAD A SUGGESTION- 



' I KNOW A WAV 
OF GETTING 
POSSESSION OF 
THE IMMENSE 
RICHES OF 
\ yuPHISHTHIRA- 


2 









































































SUPPOSE HE 
REFUSES TO 
CO/ME P 


A / WE WILL INVITE YUDHI- 
/\ ( SHTHIRA TO A erne. OF 
F3^ \ DICE . I KNOW A TRICK 
rtflUV WHICH I CAN WIN- 


REALLY ? 
TELL ME 
HOW TO 
, DO IT. 


NO KING WITH SELF- 
RESPECT WILL REFUSE 
AN INVITATION TO A 
. GAME OF DICE. y 


FATHER, YOU 
MUST INVITE 
. HIM. < 



SO RE IT. SEND A 
MESSENGER TO INDRA 
PRASTHA WITH THE 
^ INVITATION. y 


OVERCOME. 3V H/S NATURAL ATTACHMENT FOR HIS SON, DHRITARA5HTRA V/ELpEP TO THE 
REQUEST. 
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amar chitra kotha 


AT THE INVITATION OF PHR/TARASHTRA, YUDHISHTHtRA AND Hid BROTHERS CAME TO 
HASTINAPURA, AND THE GAME BEGAN. THE STAKES WERE HEAVY-AFTER A LONG SESSION — 




DURVODHANA, YOU WILL 1 
HOW RULE AS THE SUPREME 
KING.THE PANDAVA6 WILL 
ROAM ABOUT IN THE 1 
w JUNGLES AS VAGRANTS. A 


YUPHISHTHIRA NOT ONLY LOST THE KINGDOM, BUT WAS COMPELLED TO GO INTO EAILE 
FOR THIRTEEN YEARS, BECAUSE THIS TOO WAS PART OF THE PRICE FOR LOSING THE 
GAME. 


NOW THAT WE HAVE FUL- 
FILLEP ALL THE CONDITIONS, 
WE WILL DEMAND OUR KING¬ 
DOM BACK • BUT WE CAN 
NEGOTIATE ONLV FROM A 
POSITION OF STRENGTH. 
LET US,THEREFORE, WRITE 
TO OUR FRIENPS TO COME 
TO OUR HELP. 


AFTER COMPLETING THEIR PERIOD OF EAILE, THE PANDAVAS REACHED UPAPLAVYA. 
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THE GITA 



KINGS AND PRINCES FROM /FINN*/ PARTS OF INDIA CAME TO UPAPLAVVA WITH THE/R ARMIES 

KRISHNA TOO CAME . - -? -. 

WE WILL FIGHT 
FOR YOU- YOUR 
CAUSE IS JUST 


WE HAVE CONVEYED TO 
THE KAURAVA5 THAT WE 
WILL BE CONTENT WITH 
FIVE VILLAGES • WE ARE 
k AWAITING THEIR REPLY. 


WE HAVE COME 
TO HELP YOU 
WIN BACK 
^ YOUR KING* 
CL POM • y 


PURVOPHANA SPURNED THE PEACE OFFER. THIS INFURIATED BHEEMA, THE SECOND AMONG 
THE PAN DAI/A BROTHERS. = = - 

/ ARJUNA, THE WICKEP PURVO-\ 

/ DHANA THINKS WE BEG FOR ] 

^— \ ONLY FIVE VILLAGES BECAUSE ) 

WE ARE AFRAID OF HIS S 
... >lfli MIGHT. _^ 


HE IS ITCHING FOR A 
FIGHT. LET THERE 
BE WAR. A 


KRISHNA INTERVENED 


YUPHISHTHIRA, I WILL GO 
TO THE COURT OF THE 
KAURAVAS ON A MISSION 
OF PEACE ANP TRY TO 
CONVINCE KING DHRITA- 
RASHTRA THAT HE MUST 
DO JUSTICE TO you. y 


DO WHAT YOU 
THINK IS RIGHT, 
KRISHNA. BUT 
BEWARE OF PURYO 
DHANA.HE MAY 
iL..„ HARM YOU. . 








































































omar ehitra kafha 


KRISHNA INAS RECEIVED WITH ONE RESPECT NT THE COURT OF PHRITARASHTRA. 



/ KRISHNA, I AGREE. 

' WITH YOU-BUT PURYO- 
i PHANA IS BENT ON WAR, 
V TRY ANP CONVINCE HIM 


0 KING I GIVE THE KINGDOM 
OF THE PANPAVA5 BACK 
TO THEM. LET THERE 
V. BE PEACE. 


\ KRISHNA THEN TURNED 
I TO DURYOPHANA. 

M 


Hi 

PEAR 
BROTHER, 

THE PANPAVAS 
WILL ACCEPT YOU 
AS THE CROWN 
PRINCE. MOREOVER, 

BY THEIR UNMATCHEP 
PROWESS,THEY WILL 
MAKE YOUR FATHER 
THE SUPREME KING. . 
YOU MUST ALL LIVE A 
TOGETHER IN 
PEACE. 


8HEESHMA, THE GRAND OLD RIAN OF 
KURD FAMILY , TRIED TO PERSUADE 
DURYOPHANA TO ACCEPT THE PEACE 


THE 


OFFER. 


KRISHNA HAS 
SPOKEN WISELY. 
ACT ACCORPING 
TO HIS ADVICE- 































































THE GITA 



7HEN PRONA , THE TEACHER OF BOTH, THE MORA MS AND THE PANDAVAS, ADDRESSED 
PURYODHANA. 


DEAR DURyODHANA, 
THEIR ADVICE 16 ^ 
FAIR AND JUST. I 
I TOO m IN A 
FAVOUR OF A 
v PEACE. A 



DURYODHANA STOOD UP ANGRILY . 


KRISHNA,! WILL 
NOT GIVE BACK TO 
THE PANDAVA5 
N A6 /MUCH 
LAND AS IS COVER¬ 
ED BV THE TIP OF 


HE STORMED OUT OF THE ASSEMBLY > 



FOLLOWED BY DUHSHASANA AND 
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omar chitra kotha 


IN ft SECLUDED SPOT, HE HELP HURRIED DI5CUSSIONS WITH HIS UNCLE, SHAKUNI. 



AN EXCELLENT 
A ! LET U5 POST 
MEN AT THE 
ENTRANCE TO THE 
AS5EMBLV HALL. 


WE MU5T 5EIZE 
KRI5HNA. 


WHEN KINS DHRiTftRftSHTRA CAME TO KNOW OF HIS SON’S WICKED PLANS, HE SUMMONED 
HIM AT ONCE. 




























































































































































THE GITA 


THE KINGS AND COUNSELLORS IN THE ASSEMBLY ALL SHUT THEIR EYES. SOWING THEIR 
HEADS, THEY STOOD WITH FOLDED HANDS• rp- 



i am SORRY. 

I HAVE NO CON 
TROL OVER AW 
^ SON. 


SOON KRISHNA ASSUMED HIS NORMAL FORM. 


I TAKE LEAVE OF YOU WITH 
A SAD HEART- I WILL TELL 
YUDHISHTHIRA THAT THE 
PEACE OFFER HAS |\ ( 

BEEN REJECTED. 



BACK AT UPAPLAVYA, KRISHNA TOLD THE PANDAVA BROTHERS ABOUT THE WILFULNESS 
AND PERVERSITY OF DURYOPHANA - I 


YUDHISHTHIRA, 

NOW THAT WE 
I TRIED ALL PEACEFUL 
/MEANS,THERE IS HO 
ALTERNATIVE BUT TO 
FIGHT. ALREADY THE 
KAURAVA ARMY HAS 
STARTED MOVING 
TOWARDS THE 
PLAINS OF 
KURUKSHETRA- 
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amor chitra katha 


THE PANDAVA A P/My HAP SEVEN DIVISIONS • THERE WAS GREAT TUMULT AS THEV MOVED 
TOWARDS THE BATTLEFIELD OF RURUKSHE TRA. ---- 




THE ARMIES OF THE PANDAVAS AND THE KAURAVAS STOOP FACING EACH OTHER ON THE 
BATTLEFIELD. BEFORE THE CALL FOR BATTLE WAS GIVEN, THE LEADERS OF THE TWO 
SIDES MET AND AGREED ON THE RULES OF WAR- 


r 


/ONE RIDING A CHARIOT SHALL FI6HT 
ONLV ANOTHER RIDING A CHARIOT. ONE \ / [ 
MOUNTED ON THE BACK OF AN ELEPHANT \ j 
SHALL FIGHT ONLV ANOTHER MOUNTED )( 


AGREED.AFTER THE 
DAV'5 BATTLE IS OVER, N 
THERE WILL BE MUTUAL GOOD¬ 


WILL BETWEEN US. AS USUAL, 

\ ON AN ELEPHANT. ONE WHO HAS LOST J\ THERE WILL BE NO FIGHTING 
ARMOUR OR WEAPONS AND IS / \ AFTER SUNSET OR BEFORE 
DEFENCELESS SHOULD NOT / \ SUNRI5E. j/ 

























































THE GITA 


THE KAURAVA ARMY HAD ELEVEN DIVISIONS AND WAS THUS NUMERICALLY FAR SUPERIOR 
TO THE PANDAVA ARMY. TO WITHSTAND THE ENEMY ONSLAUGHT, THE PANDAVA ARMY 
HAP SEEN ARRAYED IN NEEDLE-LIKE FORMATION. ARJUN.A WAS IN THE CENTRE IN°HIS 
CHARIOT, TO WHICH HAD BEEN YOKED FOUR WHITE HORSES • KRISHNA WAS HIS 


CHARIOTEER. |- 



\bheeshma was the COMMAND- 
'ER OF THE KAURAVA ARMY■ HE 
BLEW HIS CONCH. THIS WAS A 
CALL TO HIS WARRIORS TO 


READY THEMSELVES FOR THE 




ON THE OTHER SIDE, KRISHNA AND ARJUN A TOO BLEW 
THEIR CONCHES. THE AIR WAS RENT WITH THE SOUND 
OF THE BLOWING OF CONCHES, THE BEATING OF DRUMS, 
THE CLANK OF WEAPONS, THE TRUMPETING OF 
ELEPHANTS AND THE NEIGHING OF HORSES■ 













































amor chitro kutha 




KRISHNA PROVE THE CHARIOT SOME DISTANCE AND THEN CAME TO A HALT IN THE 
CENTRE OF THE BATTLEFIELD • AS ARJUNA VIEWED THE OPPOSING) ARMIES, A SUDDEN 
CHANGE CAME OVER HIS MIND. GONE WAS HIS SELF-ASSURANCE. 

TT 


KRISHNA, MV WHOLE 
BODV TREMBLES. MV 
GRIP ON THE BOW IS 
LOOSENING. I FIND IT 
DIFFICULT EVEN TO 
^ STAND ERECT. > 


WHV,ARJUNA, 
WHAT WEAKNESS 
HAS 5UDDENLV 
COME OVER 
v VOU P . 


ARJUNA LIFTED HIS BOW WITH GREAT SELF- 
ASSURANCE AND THEN TURNED TO KRISHNA- 


KRISHNA, DRIVE THE 
CHARIOT AHEAD. LET ME 
HAVE A CLEAR VIEW OF 
MV ENEMIES AND THEIR 
. BATTLE PLANS- 

























































THE BOW SUPPED FROM ARdUNA’S 
HANDS AND HE SAT DEJECTEDLY 
IN THE CHARIOT, HI5 EYES FILLED 
WITH TEARS. 


NO ! I CANNOT SLAV 
MV OWN KINSMEN — 
NOT EVEN FOR ALL 
THE THREE WORLDS, 
MUCH LESS A KINGDOM. 


THE GITA 



THI5 IS VOUR HOUR 
OF TRIAL,ARJUNAl5UCH 
BASE DESPAIR DOES 
NOT BECOME YOU. IT 
IS INAPPROPRIATE. 

THE CALL TO BATTLE 
HAS BEEN 
50UNDED-ARISE! 
TAKE UPVOUR 
ARMS» 



TO KILL MV OWN N 
I GRANDSIRE’S BROTHER, 
THE GREAT BHEESHMA? 
TO KILL MV VENERABLE 
TEACHER,DRONA v ALL FOR 
A KINGDOM* NO] I WOULD 
RATHER BEG FOR MV 
FOOD THAN DO , 

V SUCH A THING. 



KRISHNA ] 
I CANNOT 
FIGHT. 



















































amar chit ra katha 



/ ARJUNA, EVERYONE 
/ PE PENPING ON HI5 
STATION IN LIFE HAS A 
CERTAIN PHARMA* TO 
PERFORM. VOW ARE A 
WARRIOR. VOUR PHARMA 
\ IS TO FIGHT FOR A 
V RIGHTEOUS CAUSE. 



IF VOU-A WARRIOR- SHUN 
FIGHTING AFTER THE CALL TO 
BATTLE HAS BEEN SOUNDED, 
YOU WILL BE SETTING A BAP 
EXAMPLE. THINK IT OVER. 
THERE WILL BE CHAOS IN 
SOCIETy IF PEOPLE FAIL 



WHATEVER WORK yOU ARE CALLED 
UPON TO DO, BV VIRTUE OF yOUR 
STATION IN LIFE, THAT yOU MUST 
DO: NAy, VOU MUST NOT FAIL > 
s. TO DO. - - 


* PUTV. 




/ IT WERE BETTER 
FOR ME IF THE S0N5 OF 
PHRITARASHTRA FOUND 
ME UNRESISTING AND 
KILLED ME. HOW CAN 
I KILL My KITH AND KIN? 


ARJUNA, yOU GRIEVE 
BECAUSE VOU THINK VOU 
ARE THE POER.THINK OF 
GOD AS THE DOER. yOU ARE 
BUT AN INSTRUMENT IN HIS 
HANDS • yOU ARE BUT CARRVING 
OUT HIS WILL.RESIGNING ALL 
VOUR WORK TO GOP , VOU 
MUST ACT- THIS IS TRUE 
RENUNCIATION. GIVING UP 
ACTION IS NOT. 


































































THE GITA 



WHAT DO VOU /MEAN? 

. WON'T MV ARROWS J 
v KILL THEM ? >4 


ARJUNA, VOU CANNOT 
KILL BHEE5HMA OR 
DRONA. NOR CAN VOU 
KILL DURVOPHANA OR 
VOUR OTHER COUSIN5- 



























































amar cHitra kathn 



V' THE SOUL IN MAN 
f 15 NEITHER BORN NOR \ 
DOE5 IT DIE.WEAPONS CANNOT ^ 
CUT IT. FIRE CANNOT BURN IT. WATER, 
CANNOT WET IT) WIND CANNOT PRy 1 
IT. WHAT MAKES VOU THINK J 
K VOU CAN KILL THE SOUL ? S\ 


BECAUSE VOU THINK THE 
SOUL OF MAN AND HIS BODV ARE 
ONE , VOU BELIEVE VOU CAN 
KILL OR BE KILLED.TRULV 
I TELL VOU.THE SOUL 15 
NOT SUBJECT TO ANV 
CHANGE. 


y WHAT VOU SAV ^ 
/WAV BE TRUE, 
KRISHNA- BUT I FAIL 
TO PERCEIVE THE 
TRUTH IN VOUR 
v STATEMENT. / 


■ ■.mO ENTER 5 ANOTHER. 


)6 


































































THE GITA 


THAT is because, even 
THOUGH VOU ARE NOBLE, 
YOU ARE STILL BOUND TO 
THE BOPV! ARJUNA,MEN 
ARE OF THREE TVPE5- 
BASE MEN ARE PULL 
AND LETHARGIC-THEV 
ARE STEEPED IN 


' THE GREEDY ONES ARE EVER ACTIVE , TRYING TO 
SATISFY TtlEIR CRAVINGS. THEY ARE PASSIONATE 
AND RESTLESS. | 



THEY ATTAIN PERFECT EQUANIMITY OF 
MIND. THEY BECOME EVEN-MINDEDT 


SOUND TO THE BODY- YOU ARE NO EXCEPTION. 


KRISHNA, WHAT 15 THIS STATE OF 
EVEN-/VMNDEDNESS? HOW POES 
. SUCH A PERSON LIVE AND WORK 
AND CONDUCT HIMSELF?^- 


' IN THAT STATE, WAN 
LEARNS TO VIEW PLEASURE 
AND PAIN, HONOUR AND 
DISHONOUR,GAIN.AND ^ 
LOSS AS THE SAME- /JO- 


* 5THITAPRAJNA 


'"THEN THERE ARE THE NOBLE ONES WHO SEEK 
ENLIGHTENMENT. THEY ARE EVER ENGAGED IN 
DOING GOOD DEEDS-BUT EVEN THEY ARE 


"IT IS ONLY WHEN THE NOBLE ONES RECEIVE 
ENLIGHTENMENT THAT THE BONDS THAT 
TIE THE SOUL TO THE BODY ARE CUT AND 

















































































ainar clvtra katha 



BECAUSE OF THIS ATTITUDE 
TOWARDS THE RESULTS OF 
HIS WORK, HE IS NEVER 
TENSE. THEREFORE HE 
IN HIS WORK. EVEN THROUGH 
YOUR INTELLECT YOU CAN 
PERCEIVE THE TRUTH * — 
YOU ARE NOT YOUR BODY. 




'KNOWLEDGE IS LIKE FINE . AN'/THING THAT ENTERS FIRE WILL NEVER REMAIN THE SAME . 
JUST AS FIRE TURNS ITS FUEL INTO ASHES, KNOWLEDGE BURNS AWAY ALL THE BONDS 


KRISHNA, I AM TENSE \ 
AND BEWILDERED. 

I CAN'T THINK- 
I CAN'T FOLLOW 
VOUR ARGUMENT. 


ARdUNA , IT IS ONLY A 
MIND WHICH IS ATTACHED 
TO A BODY THAT GETS TENSE 
AND BEWILDERED. SUCH A MIND 
DESIRES MANY THINGS- WHEN 
THESE DESIRES ARE NOT FUL¬ 
FILLED, IT FEELS PAIN- IT IS 
ANGRY WITH THOSE WHO GAVE 
I GRIEF-THE FEAR THAT DESIRES 
MAY NOT BE FULFILLED MAKES 
IT TENSE AND BEWILDERED. 


* THIS IS REFERRED TO AS UNANA YOGA. YOGA LITERALLY MEANS UNION AND IS 
USED TO CONNOTE THE UNION OF THE SOUL WITH THE SUPREME SPIRIT. 






















































THE GITA 




AN EVEN-MINDED PERSON DOES HOT SHUN ACTION. 
BUT HE IS NOT MOVED BY THE EFFECTS OF ACTION - 
HE IS LIKE THE OCEAN WHICH REMAINS UNAFFECTED 
BY THE POURING IN OF THE WATERS OF MIGHTy 
RIVERS - 


'IT IS ONLY WHEN ALL THE DESIRES 
OF THE HEART ARE ABANDONED THAT 
THE INTELLECT CAN PERCEIVE 
REALITY- AND IT IS ONLY AFTER 
PERCEIVING REALITY THAT A MAN 
CAN BECOME EVEN-/ 

MINDED, l--'' 


/ THI5 TRANQUILLITY OF 
MIND CAN ALSO BE 
■ \ ACHIEVED By THE 
YOGA OF MEDI- 
’> >- / V, A TATION * 


* DHVANA yoga ■ 


'THE ASPIRANT MUST FIND A QUIET SECLUDED PLACE . 
THERE HE MUST SIT ON A CLEAN SPOT AND HOLDING 
HIS HEAD, NECK AND BODY ERECT, HE MUST MEDITATE. 


"A BOAT CAN FLOAT STEADILY ON WATER 
ONLY IN THE ABSENCE OF STRONG 
WINDS ■ DESIRES ARE LIKE WINDS. THEY 
ROCK THE BOAT OF LIFE VIOLENTLY- " 


nr > 

> 


























































omar chitrg kutha 




"■■■EATING OF THE RIGHT 
FOOD ANP... X - 


V..V OGIC EACEROSE5 HELP... 





THEREFORE THE VOG! SHOULD TRV TO WITHDRAW the M , nd from wn o, n, y THINGS 
AND MARE IT DWELL ON THE SELF.” - ' N ° FRQm wo ^ LPLW 'H/ngs 


. BUT NO MEDITATION 
15 POSSIBLE WITHOUT CON¬ 
CENTRATION. AND NO CONCEN¬ 
TRATION 15 P05SIBLE IF THE 
MIND IS FULL OF DESIRES. 





































































“to PERCEIVE THE TRUTH THROUGH THE INTELLECT 15 DIFFICULT. THE TOG/) OF MEDITATION 
ALSO DIFFICULT. THE TOGA OF DEVOTION -WORSHIP, ADORATION, PRATER,SURRENDERINi 
TOUR&ELF TO THE WILL OF GOD-15 THE SIMPLEST WAT &T WHICH TOU CAN CUT THE Ti 
THAT BIND THE SOUL TO THE BOOT. ME -^-m- 




* BHAKTI YOGA - ANYONE WHO HAS PERCEIVED THE SELF THROUGH THE INTELLECT CANNOT 


' THERE ARE THE NOBLE ONE5 
WHO WORSHIP GOD ONLT 
TO RECEIVE ENLIGHTENMENT- 


" THERE ARE FOUR TTPE5 OF 
! DEVOTEES- THERE ARE THOSE 
1 WHO WORSHIP GOD WHEN IN 
DISTRESS • j~J -1- 


"THERE ARE THOSE WHO 
WORSHIP GOD FOR THE 


HELP ADORING THE SELF . THEREFORE THE YOGA OF BHAKTI OR DEVOTION IS NOT 
INCOMPATIBLE WITH THE YOGA OF INTELLECT. 










































































omar chitra katha 



— AND FINALLY A FEW 
NOBLE ONES, BECAUSE 
OF THEIR INTENSE 
DEVOTION, SEE GOD. 
THEY SEE GOD IN ALL 
AND ALL IN GOD AND , 
CONTINUE THEIR / 
DEVOTION. S 


MEANWHILE, ARJUNA’S APATHY AND DESPAIR. HAD 
CAST A GLOOM ON THE PANDAVA ARMY. 


NO, BHEEMA. I DON’T > 
THINK SO. ONLY THIS 
MORNING HE TOLD ME 
CONFIDENTLY THAT WHERE 
KRI5HNA IS, THERE > 
\ IS VICTORY. S 


WHY IS ARJUNA SO 
DEJECTED? HAS THE 
NUMERICAL SUPERIORITY 
OF THE KAURAVA ARMY i 
UNNERVED HIM? A 


WHY HAS ARJUNA 
CAST ASIDE HIS BOW? 
WHAT IS KRISHNA . 
. TELLING HIM ? 


DURYODHANA also was puzzled 


' WE WILL SOON FIND ' 
OUT. PERHAPS POOR 
ARJUNA HAS BECOME 
PANICKY AT THE THOUGHT 
OF FACING OUR ARMED 
MIGHT. 


-jrirn 


4u 

}L 














































THE GITA 



WE KAURAVAS SOON LEARNT THROUGH ONE OF THEIR MESSENGERS ABOUT 
APJUNA’S DESPONDENCY- i-r --- 


ARJUNA 
REFUSES TO 
FIGHT. . 


r I HEAR ^ 

arjuna ms 1 

REFUSED TO FIGHT 


PUP YODHANA IRAS ELATED 


■ DUH5HASANA,THE BATTLE 
SEEMS TO BE WON EVEN 
BEFORE THE FIRST ARROW 
V HAS BEEN SHOT. . 


ARJUNA POES 
NOT WANT TO 
FIGHT. THAT 
^ COWARD! > 


MEANWHILE 


KRISHNA, ALL THAT I HAVE HEARD 
FROM YOU GIVES ME THE FEELING 
THAT ALL WORLPLV ACTIONS ARE 
EVIL • THEV SPRING F ROM ATTACH¬ 
MENT OF THE SOUL TO THE BODY, 
\ I WOULD RATHER RENOUNCE . 
ALL ACTION. 


'' THE FACT THAT 
THERE IS NO ACTION 
DOES NOT MEAN 
. THERE IS NO DESIRE 




y 

» 

I . fr 

y ^'>3*1 
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amar chitra kutha 


'/9 MAN SITTING IN SOLITUDE MAY CONTINUE TO 
THINK OF PLEASURE AND WE OBJECTS OF PLEASURE. 
NO PURPOSE IS SERUED BY KEEPING ONLY THE 




U BESIDES, MEN OFTEN SHUN 
ACTION BECAUSE OF LETHARGY 
AND NEGLIGENCE- 



ACT YOU MUST, ARdUNA.VWr KRISHNA, BECAUSE 
NO ONE INDEED, CAN OF MY ACTION OR THOSE 
KEEP ALOOF FROM /OF OTHERS, I SOMETIMES 
ACTION . EV/EN THE / FEEL HAPPV, SOMETIMES 
nr -thf / MISERABLE, SOMETIMES 

I om CM.il Jol A»6S» » even TENSE. 
ACTION. 




THESE ARE THE USUAL EFFECTS OF 
ACTION. BUT THERE ARE A NUMBER 
OF WAYS BY WHICH YOU CAN ACT 
AND VET BE FREE. 



BV YOG A OF 
INTELLECT, MEDITA¬ 
TION AND DEVOTION, 
YOU CAN BE FREE 
FROM THE EFFECT5 
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f ONE. IS THE PATH OF RENUNCIATION OF WHICH 
I HAVE ALREADV SPOKEN TO VOU. THINK OF VOUR 
SELF AS AN INSTRUMENT IN THE HANDS OF GOD 
AND THAT VOU ARE CARRVING OUT HI5 WILL. BUT 
SIMPLER STILL IS THE VOGA OF ACTION ? VOU 
MUST THINK VOU HAVE THE RIGHT ONLY TO ACT 
BUT NO RIGHT TO THE FRUIT OF VOUR ACTIONS, 
v BECAUSE OF THIS ATTITUDE VOU CAN SLOWLV 
BECOME FREE FROM ATTACHMENT TO THE V 
wf ^— » BOPy. _^ 


I HAD REVEALED THESE 
GREAT TRUTH5 AT THE 
BEGINNING OF THIS AGE 
THOUSANDS OF YEARS 
AGO,TO VIVASWAT- HE 
TOLD THESE TRUTH5 
TO MANU. AND MANU..y 


i THOUSANDS OF 
> VEAR5 AGO! HOW DO 
VOU MEAN ? you 
WERE NOT BORN THEN, 
HOW COULD YOU HAVE 
DONE IT 9 VOU ARE 
CERTAINLY NOT 
l OLDER THAN MANU, 
K THE FIRST MAN- 


ARJUNA, YOU DON’T KNOW 
THE TRUTH ABOUT ALL THIS. 
NOW LISTEN. YOU HAVE 
ALREADV LIVED MANY LIVES 
BEFORE, WITHOUT KNOWING 
IT. AS FOR ME, I AM NOT THE 
MAN YOU THINK VOU KNOW. 

I AM THE LORD OF ALL 
THAT EXISTS—THE / 

MANIFESTED UNIVERSE / 
AS WELL AS THE / / 

UNMANIFESTED. — 


ARJUNA SAT PUM&FOUNDED AT 
\ THIS REVELATION OF KRISHNA. 


* KfiRMAVOGfl • 


2S 


















































omor cKit ra kiitho 



ARJUNA, WHENEVER THERE 15 
A DECLINE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS 
AND A RISE OF UNRIGHTEOUS¬ 
NESS, I INCARNATE ON THIS 
EARTH TO PROTECT THE / 
GOOD AND TO DESTROy >/ 
THE EVIL. 


/AT THE END OF THOUSANDS 
’ OF AEONS,* THE /MANIFESTED 
UNIVERSE /MERGES INTO THE 
UN/MANIFESTED-AGAIN IT 
SPRINGS FORTH FROM THERE 
AFTER THOUSANDS OF AEONS 
I PERVADE THE MANIFESTED 
b AS WELL AS THE UNMANI- 
J FESTED UNIVERSE AND AM 
V SUBTLER THAN BOTH. y 


7 A/M ONE, INDIVISIBLE AND ETERNAL. / AM EVERY WHERE . I AM THE 
ALL KNOWING - / AM WITHOUT BEGINNING AND END • / AM BEYOND 
TIME. / AM BIGGER THAN THE BIGGEST; / AM SMALLER THAN THE 
SMALLEST • fffiW-—--—-- 


JUST AS AIR ABIDES 
IN 5PACE, SO AL50 ALL 
BEINGS ABIDE IN ME. 
SPACE ABIDES IN AIR, 
BUT DOES NOT NEED 
IT FOR ITS SUSTENANCE 
SO ALSO I ABIDE IN 
| ALL BEINGS AND yET L 
; I AM ABOVE ANP t Z. 
BEyOND THEM. / ^ 


KRISHNA, CAN I HAVE 
A GLIMPSE OF THIS 
REAL FORM OF /; 
v VOURS P S 


IT IS A FORM VOU 
CANNOT SEE WITH 
ORDINARV NAKED 
EyEs- you NEED , 
DIVINE VISION. / 

I BESTOW IT y/ 


* yuGAS 


26 



































































AS ARJUNft LOOKED UP, THE LIGHT 
DAZZLED HIM- HE SAW IN IT ALL 
BEING 5- IT SEEMED TO HIM ft 5 
IF HE WERE LOOKING ftT CREATION; 
THE WHOLE OF CREftTION; EVERY¬ 
THING IN CREATION} LOOKING ftT 
THE WHOLE OF THE PAST; THE 
WHOLE OF THE PRESENT AND THE 
WHOLE OF THE FUTURE - ALL AT 
ONCE. IT WAS ft SIGHT NO MAN 
HAD SEEN BEFORE ■ IT STAGGERED 
AND STUPEFIED HIM . HE WAS 
AS IF THE OBSERVER OF THE 
WHOLE DRAMA OF LIFE. 
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AND ON EARTH IN THAT FORM 


FRO UN ft , STRUCK WITH AMAZEMENT 
BOWED BEFORE THE LORD . 


THE LORD THEN ASSUMED HIS NORMAL FORM 


f DO NOT BE AFRAID, > 
0 ARJUNA . VOU HAVE 
SEEN THIS FORM OF 
MINE, WHICH IS INDEEP 
. VERV DIFFICULT TO > 
m SEE- >4 


7 I SEE you, INFINITE 
AND 0MNIPRE5ENT. 
VOU ARE BEGINNING - 
LESS AND ENDLESS. 
IN YOU THE WHOLE 
UNIVERSE ABIDES. > 
SALUTATIONS TO / 
X. VOU. / 


HE WHO WORKS FOR ME,HE WHO 
LOOKS UPON ME AS HIS GOAL, 
AND HE WHO WORSHIPS ME, y 
' SOON BECOMES FREE 
Q FROM ATTACHMENT 
?},} TO THE BODy 

AND COMES /AV 
* (Ft _ TO ME- yh l\ I s - 


IF VOU ARE PERPLEXED BV THE 
MANV CONFLICTING THEORIES 
THAT VOU HAVE HEARD, 
v ABANDONING ALL, SEEK ^ 
REFUGE IN ME. >^>1 


ALSO SAW THE TWELVE SUNS , 77/£ MOON AND THE STARS . IT WAS AN ENDLESS 
PANORAMA . /A 7A£A£ W£/?£ AAV LIMITATIONS, THEY WERE NOT IN THE FORM THAT 
HE BEHELD, BUT IN THE VIEWER—IN HIMSELF. HE SAW ALL CREATURES ON HEAVEN 
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%EN OF DIFFERENT FAITHS WORSHIP ME IN DIFFERENT FORMS 
THEIR DESIRES. ULTIMATELY, THEY ALL COME TO ME. n- 


FOR THE FULFILMENT OF 


WHAT ARE THE QUALITIES OF THE 
/HAN WHO HAS REACHED YOU P 
HOW CAN IT BE KNOWN THAT 
A /HAN HAS REALISED THE A 
ULTIMATE P /> 


A... IS THE SAME IN 
PLEASURE AND IN 
PAIN > IN VICTORV AND 
DEFEAT; IN HONOUR 
AND IN DISHONOUR. 

HE IS THE SAME TO 
FRIEND AND FOE. / 


THE ONE WHO 
HAS RECEIVED 
ENLIGHTENMENT. 
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‘EVEN SUCH A MAN CONTINUES TO PERFORM HIS ACTIONS • BEHOLD 
ARUUNA, / HAVE NOTHING TO SEEK IN THIS WORLD ■ VET / ENGAGl 
MVSELF IN CEASELESS ACTIVITY- IF I DON’T, OTHERS ,FOLLOWING 
MV EXAMPLE, MAY SINK INTO INDOLENCE AND BECOME INACTIVE. 


VIEWING ALIKE 
VICTORY AND DEFEAT, 
GAIN AND L0S5, 
HAPPINESS AND 
MISERY, GET READY 
FOR THE BATTLE. 
WHATEVER YOU DO, 
DO IT AS AN * 

OFFERING TO ME. ^ 


ARISE, ARJUNA. YOU 
ARE A WARRIOR.YOUR 
DUTY AS A WARRIOR 
IS TO DO BATTLE 
FOR A RIGHTEOU5 J 
V CAUSE. y 


■' WHOEVER POE5 WHAT OUGHT TO BE DONE,WITHOUT 
THOUGHT FOR THE FRUIT OF THAT ACTION, 15 THE 
MAN OF TRUE RENUNCIATION. HE IS THE TRUE YOGI. 
HE IS THE ENLIGHTENED ONE.THEREFORE,ARISE AND, 

\ FIGHT IN THE 5PIRIT OF A YOGI. - 

YOUR DUTY CALLS YOU. A 


I 
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THE GITA 



TAKEN UP 
ARMS ! 


ARJUNA 
HAS RISEN 
TO FIGHTl 


...AND ITS TWANG WAS HEARD AS FAR AS WHERE YUDHISHTHIRA STOOP 
f VICTORY RF TO KRISHNA l\ ^ : : ~ / ARJUNA HAS' 


ARJUNA WILL DO HIS 
DUTY A5 A WARRIOR • HE 
l HAS RESOLVED TO 
VFIGHTIALL is well. . 5 


ARJUNA NOW SAW CLEARLY WHERE 
HIS DUTY LAY. 


LORD,I STAND 
HERE WITH ALL 
MY DOUBTS 
CLEARED- 
I WILL DO A5 
YOU BID. 




ARJUNA LIFTED THE GAND/UA SOW ■ ■. 
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GREAT WA& THE BATTLE THAT FOLLOWED, IN WHICH THE KAURAVAS WERE TOTALLY 
ANNIHILATED. THE /NC/DENT5 OF THE KURUKSHETRA BATTLE ARE RECOUNTED IN ALL 
THEIR GLORIOUS DETAIL TO THIS DAY. BUT /MORE MEMORABLE STILL WAS THE 
DISCOURSE THAT LORD KRISHNA GAVE TO ARdUNA, WHICH HAS INSTRUCTED, 
ENLIGHTENED AND INSPIRED INDIANS DOWN THE AGES. 
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Amar Chitra Katha is a collection of illustrated classics that retell stories from Indian mythology, 
history, folktale and legend, through the fascinating medium of comics. Over 400 titles have 
been published in the Amar Chitra Katha comic series that are approved by parents, appreciated 

by children and accepted by schools. 
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The Gita 

Bhagavad Gita, or the Song of the Divine One, is a celebrated episode in the epic The Mahabharata. It occurs in 
the form of a dialogue between Dhritarashtra, the blind king of Hastinapura, and Sanjaya, his attendant, who 
describes to him the happenings on the battlefield of Kurukshetra. 

The Gita draws much from the Upanishads, It is often described as the quintessence of the Upanishads. The 
positive approach of the Gita has made it a dynamic text, but the attempts at defining the indefinable have imposed 
certain limitations too, and hence the apparent contradictions in the Gita. 

This Amar Chitra Katha does not claim to be an exposition of the Gita; it is only an introduction. We have also 
taken the liberty of interpreting some of the ideas propounded in the Gita in a manner that will make them 
intelligible to youngsters. The first nine pages are intended to provide a background of events and are not part of 
the Gita. 

We owe a debt of gratitude to His Holiness Swami Ranganathananda and His Holiness Swami Chinmayananda for 
contributing their precious time to go through the text, and for making valuable suggestions. 

"The "comics" literature is proving today to be the most effective "art" by which the impressionable minds of 
children can get readily soaked with exemplary ideals and creative ideas. Here are the saner values of life as 
enshrined in the Bhagavad Gita. Arjuna, a confused child of his age, is tenderly guided to rediscover in himself his 
own heroism. Lord Krishna expounds a healthy way of life, which guarantees not only our worldly success in life, 
but also ensures the ultimate unfoldment of men into the total perfection of Godhood. 

I congratulate the publishers for the inexhaustible service they are doing for the future through growing children. 

I have recommended these rich "comics" of India Book House to our Balavihar members all over the world. 
Strangely enough the American, Australian, British, Jamaican and Canadian children are found to equally adore 
these stories and they draw equal inspiration from these volumes. We watch how children bloom into moral 
beauty." 

- Swami Chinmayananda 
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